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alone in my studio unsuccessfully doctoring my throat* I
cannot live without sun. At the age of forty-seven, I do not
wish to fall into misery again, and yet I am near to doing so*
Once I am down, no one will help me up/'
There is no proof that Gauguin had tried to persuade Mette
to go with him to Oceania. There is only the tradition* If he
had done so he did not continue to the last with the hopeless
task.
Having made up his mind never to return, he liquidated
everything* After the sale he distributed those things that he
did not wish to take with him to Tahiti as souvenirs among his
friends. With Daniel de Monfreid he deposited certain unsold
canvases and appointed him his business representative in
France* He did not send anything to Mette, for he considered
that he had given her as much of his property and money as
he had been able. When he had been obliged to leave her in
Copenhagen in 1885, he had made over to her all the furniture
that he had taken to Denmark from their Paris apartment, as
well as a number of his own canvases and sculptures. His
brother-in-law had bought the greater part of his collection of
paintings for fifteen thousand francs and this sum he had left in
Mette's hands. From time to time during the ten years that
had passed since then he had sent her more of his canvases as
well as a number of ceramics. These she had sold as she could
and had retained the proceeds. In cash he had given her four
thousand francs. Without the money, he estimated that she
had had thirty thousand francs worth of property. He consid-
ered that he had done his best and that it was enough*
He probably left at the end of February or in March as soon
as he had received the money from the sale* All details lack*
He did not describe this last voyage to anyone, for it was very
different from the first; it was in no way a voyage of discovery.
It was his third and last escape from France and, he hoped,
from poverty and the all-embracing and insupportable
imbecile mentality that was leading Europe he dared not
imagine where*